Robespierre.                        [CHAP.

he was crowned, with Petion,1 by the people of Paris. Of his
career during the session of the Legislative Assembly,2 his
attitude at the meeting of the Convention,8 and the part he
played in the king's trial4 and the struggle with the Girondins,
much has already been said; but he was now placed in an
entirely new position. As a member of the Committee of
Public Safety, he was one of the twelve men on whose shoulders
the Convention had thrown the whole duty and responsibility
of governing France, and it is necessary to see what effect
this new position had upon him.

The attitude of men towards events, whether in private or
public life, necessarily changes year by year, and nearly day
by day, and it is ridiculous to regard individuals as governing
events when circumstances really govern them. The Robes-
pierre of 1789, 1791, and 1792, differed greatly from the
Eobespierre of 1793. The enthusiastic worshipper of Rousseau,
who had been used to regard the necessity of the establishment
of order and good government in France as the first step only
towards realizing the dreams of his master, looked upon his
membership of the Committee of Public Safety as a temporary
position. He trusted to mould Ms colleagues on the committee
to his views, as he had moulded the Jacobin Club and a group
of admirers in the Convention. He believed sincerely that he
was the greatest man among them, and that by industry and
persuasiveness he would gain a preponderating influence over
them. He knew well that his was the only name of the
members of the committee which conveyed a meaning beyond
the walls of the Convention and the Jacobin Club, and that
on him rested the chief responsibility for the action of the
committee. His colleagues knew this also. They humoured
his fancy; they allowed him to think that he was the chief
man amongst them, and was the director of their policy; but
in reality he was their tool, and his great reputation for virtue
and incorruptibility strengthened their power at the time,
while it covered their responsibility afterwards. They made
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